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Office Contact Information
Stanford Institute for Economic & Policy Research (SIEPR)
Stanford University, Department of Economics
John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn Building
Palo Alto, CA 94305-6015
Meridian Collective

Personal Contact Information
Phone: +1 (323) 940-8850
Email: sameernd@stanford.edu

Website: https://snairdesai.github.io

GitHub: https://github.com/snairdesai

Additional: Google Scholar, SSRN, LinkedIn

Research Strands and Affiliations

Primary Fields: Development Economics, Information Economics.

Secondary Fields: Health Economics, Political Economy.

Current Affiliations: Stanford Institute for Economic & Policy Research (SIEPR).

Education

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA

B.A. Economics, May 2020, Highest Honors (3.93/4.00).

B.A. International Relations & Global Business (Political Science), May 2020, Highest Honors (3.93/4.00).

Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA

Non-Matriculated Student in Economics and Mathematics, September 2022 - Present.

Brown University, Providence, RI

Non-Matriculated Student in Mathematics, September 2021 - May 2022.

London School of Economics & Political Science, London, UK

Visiting Student in Economics and Political Science, September 2018 - June 2019.

Selected Coursework

* Courses are year-long (LSE), semester-long (USC, Brown) or quarter-long (Stanford). Sequential courses
are assigned Roman numerals. Proof-based math courses are marked with ‡. For a full list, see my LinkedIn.

Economics & Political Science: Honors Thesis I & II (USC); Microeconomics I & II (USC); Macroe-
conomics I & II (USC); Econometrics (USC); Development Economics I & II (LSE); Economics and
Public Policy I & II (LSE); History of Economics I & II (LSE); History of International Relations (USC);
International Organisations I & II (LSE); Political Economy of Latin American Development (USC).

Economics PhD Level Coursework (Stanford): Econometrics III; Econometrics IV; Economic
History; Political Economy; Social and Economic Networks (Audit).
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https://github.com/snairdesai
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https://snairdesai.github.io
https://github.com/snairdesai
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=C2IFwacAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=5572985
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sameernairdesai
https://siepr.stanford.edu/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M581TdtHCVZKBv-16snoZRlPrahXM763/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nX0pDpJEUkrIQL_ZVU_UW5w23eApG8Y8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QKzF__zki14tNm3mMW6no46uuKJ7Sasa/view?usp=sharing
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sameernairdesai/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sameernairdesai/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4360729
https://web-app.usc.edu/soc/syllabus/20171/26083.pdf
https://web-app.usc.edu/soc/syllabus/20191/26088.pdf
https://web-app.usc.edu/soc/syllabus/20191/26088.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/153lrJV9cdZauLaDnIiBAj5t2qFn72789/view?usp=sharing
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/EC/2020_EC307.htm
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/EC/2020_EC230.htm
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/EC/2020_EC230.htm
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/EC/2020_EC311.htm
https://web-app.usc.edu/ws/soc_archive/soc/term-20151/course/ir-212/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/IR/2020_IR203.htm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F-Azvt-A5BbC8pPUNRJPY7fY61Ayf5WZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117879657768539838552&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/search?view=catalog&filter-coursestatus-Active=on&q=ECON%20272:%20Intermediate%20Econometrics%20III:%20Methods%20for%20Applied%20Econometrics&academicYear=20212022
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/search?view=catalog&filter-coursestatus-Active=on&q=ECON%20292:%20Quantitative%20Methods%20for%20Empirical%20Research&academicYear=20162017
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/search?q=ECON229#:~:text=Topics%20in%20Economic%20History%3A%20covers,over%20the%20last%20two%20centuries.
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/search?q=ECON229#:~:text=Topics%20in%20Economic%20History%3A%20covers,over%20the%20last%20two%20centuries.
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/search?view=catalog&filter-coursestatus-Active=on&page=0&catalog=&academicYear=&q=ECON+220%3A+Political+Economy&collapse=
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://web.stanford.edu/~jacksonm/291syllabus.pdf
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Mathematics & Programming: Python Programming (USC); Statistics (USC); Calculus I, II‡, & III‡

(USC & Brown); Linear Algebra‡ (Brown); Real Analysis‡ (Stanford); Probability Theory‡ (Stanford).

Law & Finance: Principles of Employment Law (USC); Foundations of Accounting (USC);
Foundations of Business Finance (USC); International Trade, Finance, and Commercial Policy (USC).

Research Experience

2022 - Present Predoctoral Fellow to Professor Matthew Gentzkow, SIEPR and Dept. of Economics.

2020 - 2022 Research Assistant to Dean Ashish Jha, Brown University and Harvard University.

2020 - 2022 Research Assistant to Professor Joshua Aizenman, University of Southern California.

2020 - 2021 Research Assistant to Professor Devesh Kapur, Johns Hopkins University.

2019 - 2020 Research Assistant to Professor Tatiana Melguizo, University of Southern California.

2017 - 2020 Research Assistant to Professor Jacques Hymans, University of Southern California.

2017 - 2020 Research Assistant at Equity Research Institute, University of Southern California.

Policy Experience

2019 Intern at the Los Angeles Mayor’s Office of Economic Development.

2018 Intern at the Canning House.

2018 Intern at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.

Leadership Experience and Service

2020 - Present Founder & Director of Economic Research, Meridian Collective.

2019 - 2020 President of Omicron Delta Epsilon, University of Southern California.

2017 - 2018 Vice President of Project RISHI, University of Southern California.

2017 Treasurer of Trojan Parliamentary Debate Squad, University of Southern California.

Journal Articles, Open Access Research, and Data Platforms

* Peer-reviewed journal articles are starred. Joint first authorships are marked with ‡. For additional
information please consult my Google Scholar profile.

1. Allcott H, Gentzkow M, Nair-Desai S, et al. “The Effects of Facebook and Instagram on the 2020
Election: A Deactivation Experiment.” PNAS. May 2024. *

2. Crane M A, Nair-Desai S, Gemmill A, Romley J A, Probasco J C. “Change in Epidemiology of
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease in the US, 2007-2020.” JAMA Neurology. Dec. 2023. *

3. Nair-Desai S‡, Chambers L, Soto J, Tsai T, Behr C, Lovgren L, Zandstra T, Rivkees S, Beaudoin
F. “Characteristics Associated with High Hospital Spending Over 1 Year Among Patients Hospitalised
for COVID-19 in the USA: a Cohort Study.” BMJ Public Health. Nov. 2023. *

https://web-app.usc.edu/soc/syllabus/20141/32024.pdf
https://web-app.usc.edu/ws/soc_archive/soc/term-20141/course/econ-317/
https://www.coursicle.com/brown/courses/MATH/0180/
https://www.coursicle.com/brown/courses/MATH/0180/
http://www.math.brown.edu/swatson2/classes/math0520/index.html
https://explorecourses.stanford.edu/search?view=catalog&filter-coursestatus-Active=on&page=0&catalog=&q=MATH+115%3A+Functions+of+a+Real+Variable&collapse=
https://online.stanford.edu/courses/stats116-theory-probability=
https://web-app.usc.edu/ws/soc_archive/soc/term-20153/course/fbe-428/
https://web-app.usc.edu/ws/soc_archive/soc/term-20143/course/acct-410/
https://web-app.usc.edu/ws/soc_archive/soc/term-20143/course/buad-215/
https://web-app.usc.edu/ws/soc_archive/soc/term-20143/course/buad-215/
https://msbfile03.usc.edu/digitalmeasures/safarzad/schteach/Syllabus_FBE462_Spring18-1.pdf
https://gentzkow.people.stanford.edu/
https://siepr.stanford.edu/people/predoctoral-research-fellows
https://www.brown.edu/academics/public-health/about/people/dean/about-jha
https://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/econ/econ_faculty_display.cfm?Person_ID=1043595
https://sais.jhu.edu/users/dkapur1
https://pullias.usc.edu/tatiana/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/cf/faculty-and-staff/faculty.cfm?pid=1020019
https://dornsife.usc.edu/eri/
https://www.lamayor.org/mayors-office-economic-development
https://www.canninghouse.org/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/
https://meridiancollective.org/
https://odeusc.wixsite.com/odeusc
https://www.scprojectrishi.org/
https://trojanparlidebate.wordpress.com/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=C2IFwacAAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2321584121
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2321584121
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaneurology/article-abstract/2812784
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaneurology/article-abstract/2812784
https://bmjpublichealth.bmj.com/content/1/1/e000263
https://bmjpublichealth.bmj.com/content/1/1/e000263
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4. Zong M, Kshirsagar M, Johnston R, Dodhia R, Glazer T, Kim A, Michael D, Nair-Desai S, Tsai T,
Friedhoff S, Lavista-Ferres J. “Estimating Vaccine-Preventable COVID-19 Deaths Among Adults Under
Counterfactual Vaccination Scenarios in The United States: A Modeling Study Using Observational
Data.” Journal of Pharmacy and Pharmacology Research. Sep. 2023. Reported in NPR, Forbes, and
Global Epidemics. *

5. Nair-Desai S‡, Dasaraju S (Meridian Collective). “Intergenerational Gaps in Social and Political
Attitudes Amongst Asian Americans.” Open Access - Social Science Research Network (SSRN). Jan.
2023.

6. Chin N, Dasaraju S, Nair-Desai S‡, Nambiar K, Robertson H (Meridian Collective). “Our Global
Health Frameworks in COVID-19: Who Was Left Behind?” Open Access - Social Science Research
Network (SSRN). Dec. 2022.

7. Bruch J, Nair-Desai S, Orav J, Tsai T. “Private Equity Acquisitions Of Ambulatory Surgical Centers
Were Not Associated With Quality, Cost, Or Volume Changes.”Health Affairs. Sep. 2022. *

8. Aizenman J, Cukierman A, Jinjarak Y, Nair-Desai S, Weining X. “Gaps Between Official and
Excess Covid-19 Mortality Measures: The Effects of Institutional Quality and Vaccinations.” Economic
Modelling. Aug. 2022. Previous version available as an NBER Working Paper (#29778). Summary at
VoxEU. *

9. Ferguson Bryan A, Nair-Desai S, Tsai T. “Surgical Quality Without Walls: The Need for a Better-
Quality Reporting System for Ambulatory Surgery.” JAMA Surgery. Jun. 2022. *

10. Kerwin H, Briggs R, Nair-Desai S, Gorzalski A, Pandori M, Friedhoff S, Tsai T. “An Analysis
of SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine Breakthrough Infections and Associated Clinical Outcomes.” Open Access -
medRxiv. Sep. 2021.

11. Renton B, Nair-Desai S‡, Jha AK. “Covid-19 Hospital Vaccine Mandate Tracker” Data Platform -
Brown University School of Public Health & Global Epidemics. Jul. 2021.

12. Dasaraju S, Menon S, Nair-Desai S‡, Robertson H (Meridian Collective). “Winning Hearts &
Minds: Through a Shot in the Arm.” Op Ed - Center for Public Diplomacy . Apr. 2021.

13. Jinjarak Y, Ahmed R, Nair-Desai S, Xin W, Aizenman J. “Pandemic Shocks and Fiscal-Monetary
Policies in the Eurozone: COVID-19 Dominance During January – June 2020.” Oxford Economic Papers.
Mar. 2021. Previous version available as an NBER Working Paper (#27451). Summary at VoxEU. *

14. Jha AK, Nair-Desai S‡. “The Case for Open Schools in a Pandemic.” Policy Brief - Global
Epidemics. Dec. 2020.

15. Jinjarak Y, Ahmed R, Nair-Desai S, Xin W, Aizenman J. “Accounting for Global COVID-19
Diffusion Patterns, January - April 2020.” Economics of Disasters and Climate Change. Sep. 2020.
Previous version available as an NBER Working Paper (#27185). Summary at VoxEU. *

16. Nair-Desai S†. “Equity, Efficiency, and Partnership: Examining Secondary Education in Kerala,
India.” Honors Thesis in Political Economy - University of Southern California & SSRN . May 2020.

17. Sharma A, Nair-Desai S, Ito J. “The Heartland Equity Atlas: Regional Data for Equitable En-
trepreneurship” Data Platform - University of Southern California Equity Research Institute. Nov. 2019.

https://fortunepublish.com/articles/10.26502.fjppr.079.pdf
https://fortunepublish.com/articles/10.26502.fjppr.079.pdf
https://fortunepublish.com/articles/10.26502.fjppr.079.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/05/13/1098071284/this-is-how-many-lives-could-have-been-saved-with-covid-vaccinations-in-each-sta
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kaliedrago/2022/05/13/vaccines-could-have-prevented-at-least-318000-deaths-study-suggests/?sh=6eb8542c2d4e
https://globalepidemics.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Counterfactual_Preventable_Deaths_13052022.pdf
https://meridiancollective.org/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4338111
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4338111
https://meridiancollective.org/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4283349
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4283349
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01904
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/full/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.01904
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0264999322002334?token=EF9F256C39312922D74C8984DA82F26D7BCB19D72D5C68FCBD759E038CE061B1B803B53A4FAFC30412EADB94E7FE9F71&originRegion=us-east-1&originCreation=20220929230540
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0264999322002334?token=EF9F256C39312922D74C8984DA82F26D7BCB19D72D5C68FCBD759E038CE061B1B803B53A4FAFC30412EADB94E7FE9F71&originRegion=us-east-1&originCreation=20220929230540
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w29778/w29778.pdf
https://voxeu.org/article/covid-19-quartile-comparison-official-excess-mortality
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2793558
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2793558
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.09.09.21262448
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.09.09.21262448
https://globalepidemics.org/2021/07/24/new-hospital-vaccine-mandate-tracker/
https://meridiancollective.org/
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/blog/winning-hearts-minds-through-shot-arm
https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/blog/winning-hearts-minds-through-shot-arm
https://doi.org/10.1093/oep/gpab010
https://doi.org/10.1093/oep/gpab010
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w27451/w27451.pdf
https://voxeu.org/article/pandemic-shocks-and-fiscal-monetary-policies-euro-area
https://globalepidemics.org/2020/11/16/the-case-for-open-schools-in-a-pandemic/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s41885-020-00071-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s41885-020-00071-2
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w27185/w27185.pdf
https://voxeu.org/article/accounting-global-covid-19-diffusion-patterns
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4360729
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4360729
https://www.kauffman.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/MINK-demographics-3.pdf
https://www.kauffman.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/MINK-demographics-3.pdf
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Work in Progress
1. Allcott H, Gentzkow M, Levy R, Nair-Desai S, et al. “The Effects of Political Advertising on
Facebook and Instagram: A Randomized Experiment.”

2. Allcott H, Gentzkow M, Wittenbrink B, Nair-Desai S, et al. “Deactivating Social Media Before a
Presidential Election Makes People Happier.”

3. Aizenman J, Ito H, Nair-Desai S. “A Cross-National Examination of Economic and Governance
Reactions to Global Inflation Shocks (2010 - 2022).”

4. Cisneros J C, Nair-Desai S‡. “How Does Information Provision Alter Social Norms? Evidence from
Indian Newspaper Coverage.”

5. Cisneros J C, Kaul M C, Nair-Desai S‡. “A Trip to the Theater: The Effects of Censorship in U.S.
Cinema on Social Attitudes.”

6. Bryson A M, Cisneros J C, Nair-Desai S‡. “The Effects of Coverage Expansions on Immigrant
Health Status: Evidence from Medi-Cal.”

7. Cisneros J C, Dasaraju S, Nair-Desai S‡. “The Networks of Economics: Charting Academic Mobility
and Outcomes in Top Economics Journals.”

Conferences and Presentations

2022 Stanford Institute for Economic & Policy Research, Predoctoral Research Seminar.

2022 University of Southern California, Department of Economics.

2020 North American Association of Indian Students (NAAIS).

Honors and Distinctions

2021 University Nominee (USC), Marshall Scholarship.

2020 Dornsife Scholar, University of Southern California.

2020 Global Scholar, University of Southern California.

2020 Discovery Scholar, University of Southern California.

2020 Order of Troy, University of Southern California.

2020 First Class Honors, London School of Economics & Political Science.

2019 - 2020 Easterlin Fellow, University of Southern California.

2018 Phi Beta Kappa, University of Southern California.

2017 - 2018 Undergraduate Research Associates Program, University of Southern California.

2017 Provost’s Undergraduate Research Fellowship, University of Southern California.

Technical Skills

Accomplished in: STATA, R, LATEX, VSCode, Qualtrics, HPC & SLURM, Git & GitHub, Docker.

Proficient in: Python, MATLAB, ArcGIS & QGIS, Tableau.

Last Updated: May 14, 2024.

https://youtu.be/S1TH3J6O2g4
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGS0bFmBvBJ/
https://www.marshallscholarship.org/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/dornsife-scholars-program/
https://ahf.usc.edu/commencement-honors/distinctions/global/
https://ahf.usc.edu/commencement-honors/distinctions/discovery/
https://studentrecognition.usc.edu/awards/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QKzF__zki14tNm3mMW6no46uuKJ7Sasa/view?usp=sharing
https://dornsife.usc.edu/econ/easterlin-fellows/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/phi-beta-kappa/
https://undergrad.usc.edu/faculty/urap/
https://undergrad.usc.edu/experience/research/undergrad_research/

